Winter Bird Care & Heated Bird Bath
Setup Guide

A companion guide for the Jvgoo Heated Bird Bath — place it right, keep it clean, and
give winter birds safe drinking water all season.

What this guide covers

» Where to place a heated bird bath so birds actually use it — and stay safe
» The winter-water safety rules every bird lover should know

» A weekly cleaning routine that takes ten minutes

» Power and cord safety for an outdoor heater

« A refill schedule that keeps water fresh without wasting it

» Troubleshooting: what to do when the water still freezes

1. Where to place it

Birds visit water they can reach without fear. Place the bath on open lawn, 10 to 15 feet from
dense shrubs or cover, so birds can see predators coming. Keep it near the trees they already
use, but not directly under a branch where cats can hide above. A sheltered spot out of the
wind also helps the heater — wind strips heat from shallow water faster than still cold air does.

» Near an outdoor outlet, within cord reach — never stretch a cord across a path.
« On level ground, so the 1.8-inch basin holds water evenly.

» Where you can see it from a window, so you notice when it needs a refill.

2. The winter-water safety rules

This is the most important page in the guide. Winter water is drinking water first. The Canadian
Wildlife Federation advises against giving birds water to bathe in during winter, because a wet
bird can freeze on exit in very low temperatures. The Jvgoo basin is only 1.8 inches deep,
inside the Cornell Lab of Ornithology's guidance of no deeper than 2 inches, which keeps the
risk low. Even so, follow these rules:

» In deep cold (below about 20°F / -7°C), treat the bath as a drinking station only. Do not
encourage bathing.

« Keep the water shallow. Never top the basin above its 1.8-inch depth.

« Never add antifreeze, glycerin, or any chemical to keep water liquid. Only the electric
heater belongs in the water.



- If a bird looks wet and sluggish in extreme cold, bring it indoors in a box and call a local
wildlife rehabilitator. Do not try to warm it with a hair dryer.

3. Weekly cleaning routine

Birds foul water fast, and the snowflake pattern in the basin gives algae places to grip. Clean it

once a week in winter, more often if many birds visit.

» Unplug the heater before you lift or empty the basin.
« Empty the old water onto the lawn, away from the bath.

« Scrub the basin with a stiff brush and clean water. No soap, no bleach — residue harms
birds.

« Rinse twice, refill with fresh tap water, plug back in.

« Check the stake prongs after heavy snow. Re-level the bath if it has shifted.

4. Power and cord safety

« Plug into a GFCI (ground-fault) outdoor outlet only. If your outlet has no GFCI protection,
use a GFCI adapter.

» Keep the cord off walkways. Use a cord cover if the cord must cross a path.

» Do not use an indoor extension cord outdoors. Use an outdoor-rated cord, and keep
connections raised off the ground.

» Unplug the bath before moving it, cleaning it, or working on the stake.

5. Refill schedule

A 1.8-inch basin evaporates fast in sun and wind, and the heater speeds that up. Check the
water every morning. In mild weather, a refill every two to three days is enough. In sun, wind,

or heavy bird traffic, refill daily. Never let the basin run dry while the heater is plugged in — the

element is meant to sit in water, not to run dry.

6. Troubleshooting

« Water skinned over in a cold snap: move the bath to a sheltered spot out of the wind.
Check the outlet is live and the heater is plugged in.

« Birds not visiting: move the bath closer to the shrubs they already use, and put a feeder 10

feet away. Birds follow food first, then water.

» Water dirty within a day: clean it daily for a week. Heavy traffic means heavy use — that is
a good sign, not a problem.

« Bath wobbles: push the prongs deeper into soft ground, or level the feet. On frozen
ground, wait for a thaw or set the bath on a flat stone base.



Made for readers of ZoxDeal. This guide is free to share with other bird lovers. The Jvgoo Heated Bird Bath review
it accompanies is at zoxdeal.com.



