
R36S Retro Handheld Quick-Start & Optimization
Guide
An original companion guide from ZoxDeal — set up your console, tune performance, and get the best
battery life.

1. First-Time Setup (15 minutes)

• Charge fully before the first session — a full charge takes about 2.5 hours over USB-C.

• Power on, pick your language, and connect to Wi-Fi (Settings > Wi-Fi) for firmware/game-list

updates.

• Set the clock, then browse the game list. Your save progress is stored on the included microSD

card.

2. Controls You'll Actually Use

• D-pad + A/B/X/Y for gameplay; Start/Select double as menu keys in most emulators.

• Hold the Function key + Start to quick-save; Function + Select to quick-load a save state.

• Long-press the power button for the quick menu (save, load, volume, exit game).

3. Make Games Look Better

• Try the CRT or scanline shader in RetroArch settings for an authentic retro glow.

• Keep the 3.5" IPS at 75% brightness indoors — the screen stays crisp and battery lasts longer.

• Enable integer scaling for 8/16-bit games to remove shimmer on scrolling backgrounds.

4. Battery & Storage Care

• Expect roughly 4-6 hours of play per charge depending on screen brightness.

• Back up your microSD card to a computer once a month — save files live there.

• If a game stutters, close background apps and restart the console before changing settings.

5. Adding Your Own Games (the right way)

• Only add games you legally own or that are freely distributed.

• Copy ROM files into the matching system folder on the microSD (e.g. roms/snes).

• Refresh the game list (Start > Refresh) and scrape artwork over Wi-Fi for box art.

6. Fix Common Hiccups

• Sound unclear at high volume: keep volume under 80% or use headphones.

• Console not detected by PC: use a data-capable USB-C cable, not a charge-only one.

• Accidental factory reset? Your games live on the microSD, so saves and ROMs survive.
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November 2026.


