
Vacation-Proof Plant Care Guide
An 8-section setup companion for the RAINPOINT IK153 Automatic Plant Waterer - from
ZoxDeal

1. Size Your Reservoir for the Trip
• A potted plant drinks roughly 50-150 ml per watering in cool weather, more in heat.

• Multiply: pots x ml per watering x waterings per day x trip days = reservoir size.

• Add a 20% buffer. A 10-pot setup over 14 days typically needs 10-20 liters.

• Rule: it is better to oversize the bucket than to trust a perfect estimate.

2. Map Emitters Before You Cut Tubing
• Sketch every pot on paper first: distance from the pump, plant size, thirst level.

• Give thirsty plants (tomatoes, large monstera) two drip emitters each.

• Keep light drinkers (succulents, snake plants) on a single emitter or skip them.

• Measure twice, cut once - the IK153 uses two non-standard tubing sizes that are hard to

replace locally.

3. Choose Schedules by Plant Type
• Herbs and vegetables: every 1-2 days, 2-5 minutes, Cycle & Soak on.

• Houseplants (pothos, philodendron): every 2-4 days, 1-3 minutes.

• Succulents and cacti: every 7-14 days, 20-60 seconds.

• Every dripper gets the same amount, so group similar plants on one kit.

4. Delay-Mode Rules for Unpredictable Weeks
• Use the 24/48/72-hour delay when rain is forecast or the soil still feels damp.

• Delay pauses the plan without erasing your schedule - use it freely.

• Outdoor pots in a rainy week can skip watering entirely; indoor pots rarely need delay.

5. The Recharge-and-Memory Routine
• The IK153 keeps its schedule in memory when the battery runs out - no reprogramming.

• Recharge the unit the day before a long trip so it leaves with a full battery.

• A full charge covers weeks of normal watering; the pump only runs minutes per cycle.

6. Keep the Tubing Healthy



• Heat tube ends for a very short burst before pushing them onto fittings - it prevents cracks.

• Run every cycle with the drip emitters installed; open tubing causes uneven flow.

• Flush the lines with clean water monthly to prevent clogs from hard water.

7. Troubleshoot Leaks and Dry Spots
• Leak at a joint: reseat the tubing fully; a few inches of weep still waters the same pot.

• Dry spots: switch sessions over 2 minutes to Cycle & Soak mode to cut runoff.

• Pump sounds loud: it is normal - it runs only minutes at a time; move the unit behind a plant if

it echoes.

8. Pre-Trip Checklist (Do This the Night Before)
• Reservoir filled to the calculated level, lid or cover on to slow evaporation.

• One full test cycle run - watch every emitter drip for 60 seconds.

• Schedule confirmed on the large display: interval, duration, and next watering time.

• Delay mode set if the forecast shows rain; battery fully charged.

• A neighbor's number on the fridge - even automation deserves a backup plan.
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